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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

I would like to thank you so very much for this opportunity to provide testimony on this
important water rights settlement agreement.  My name is Daniel D. McArthur, and I am Mayor
of the City of St. George, Utah, and I am here on the City's behalf today.  This agreement is
significant and most important to the City of St. George for many reasons which I will identify a
little later in my testimony.  This proposed settlement is the culmination of several years of hard,
and sometimes controversial, negotiations between the parties before you today.  I truly believe
that this agreement represents a good faith effort by all parties to resolve these difficult issues in a
mutually acceptable manner.

I would like to give a brief history of the City of St. George so that you may be able to gain a
better perspective on why this issue is so important to the City.  State, and Shivwits Band.  The
City of St. George was founded in 1862 by Mormon settlers sent to Southern Utah by Brigham
Young.  St. George is located in a desert with the average annual precipitation around seven
inches.  Water has been and will always be the most cherished resource in the area.  The Virgin
and Santa Clara Rivers were the lifeblood for the early settlers, and they still play a significant role
in the development of our area.  St. George and Washington County have been among the fastest
growing areas in the country the past two decades, putting even more pressure on the available
water resources in our area.  Knowing how sacred these water rights are makes it even more
impressive that the parties have been able to reach an acceptable agreement.  St. George has
always tried to cooperate with our neighbors, especially in water development projects.  We have
worked with the Shivwits Band in the past and are currently providing culinary water to the
homes on the reservation.

This project evolved because of disputes between the several parties claiming water rights along
the Santa Clara River.  The Santa Clara River has erratic water flows and during most years does
not have sufficient supply to satisfy all existing water rights.  The Shivwits Band of the Paiute
Indian Tribe, local irrigation companies, the State of Utah, the Washington County Water



Conservancy District, and the City of St. George all have significant interests in resolving these
issues.  The proposed settlement would:

(1) Provide the Shivwits Band with 4,000 acre feet of water - 2,000 acre feet from the St.
George Water Reuse Project, 1,900 acre feet from the Santa Clara River project, and 100
acre feet of ground water on the reservation.

(2) Settle the Shivwits water right claim issue.

(3) Provide funding for the St. George Water Reuse project.

(4) Provide economic development funds for the Shivwits Band to be used on their
reservation.

(5) Provide sufficient water to resolve the Virgin Spinedace in the Santa Clara River issue.

(6) Provide a fund for water rights and habitat acquisition for the benefit of species and plants
which have been listed, are likely to be listed, or are the subject of a duly approved
conservation agreement under the Endangered Species Act.

(7) Provide sufficient additional water into a drainage that has always had erratic flows and in
most years does not have enough available flow to meet demands of existing water right
owners.

Implementation of this settlement agreement would:

(1) Establish a trust fund for the benefit of the Shivwits Band which would include
$15,000,000 to be made available by the Secretary of Interior and the Band to the City of
St. George for completion, operation, and maintenance of the St. George Water Reuse
Project. $1,000,000 would be made available to cover the Shivwits proportionate share of
the Santa Clara project. $5,000,000 would be made available for economic development
activities on the Shivwits reservation.

(2) The City of St. George will be responsible for bidding, constructing, and maintaining the
reuse line and be responsible to provide 2,000 acre feet of water to the Shivwits.  The reuse
project will involve additional treatment of the effluent water currently generated at the St.
George Water Reclamation Plant to meet all applicable state and federal standards.  The
City will construct a pipeline for the reuse water delivering said water to the eastern
boundary of the Shivwits reservation.



(3) Completion of the Santa Clara project includes a pressurized pipeline from the Gunlock
Reservoir on the Santa Clara River to the Ivins Reservoir which will save water and help
with shortages.  This project will pool water rights from the St. George Clara Field Canal
Company, the new Santa Clara Field Canal Company, the Ivins Irrigation Company, the
Lower Gunlock Reservoir Corporation, and the Shivwits Band.  The Santa Clara project
also provides significant benefits to the environment.  In-stream flows will be increased by
water saved by the pipeline, thereby benefitting the Virgin Spinedace.  The Shivwits Band
will receive 1,900 acre feet of water as part of the settlement agreement.  All parties
involved in the Santa Clara project will pay their proportionate share of the annual
operation and maintenance costs for the project, and equally share in shortages, should that
occur during the season.

Approval of this historic settlement agreement now requires the next step.  Legislation is required
to approve and implement this settlement.  S. 2351 has been introduced to accomplish this
purpose.  Approval of S. 2351 would ratify and confirm the St. George Reuse Agreement, the
Santa Clara Project Agreement, settlement of the Shivwits water rights claim for 4,000 acre feet
of water, authorize appropriate execution of agreements, and authorize appropriation of funds
necessary for implementation of this settlement agreement.

Again, I would like to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of this Committee for the
opportunity you have given me to present this testimony.  I would strongly urge you to approve
S. 2351 so this mutually beneficial water rights settlement agreement can go forward.  Thank you.
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